The mysterious death and scandalous treatment of the body of Frederick Stewart Fogarty.

WARNING - GRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS MAY BE DISTRESSING TO READERS.

There is a track winding through the mangroves leading to Fred Fogarty’s house that was regularly used by Aboriginal people from the Bagot Community to access the tidal Ludmilla Creek for fishing and crabbing, or the Kulaluk forest and beaches for yams or shellfish, still prolific on the 301 hectare lease granted to Larrakia people in 1979. In Darwin the tide rises and falls up to 8 metres, flooding the track to shoulder height; however, on Sunday, 31st March 1985, there was a neap tide of 5.18 metres in the early afternoon and the track was dry.
Most Sundays, ladies from Groote Eylandt headed down the track to gather yams and picnic on the beach before the sun heated up. The monsoon had set in and the rain meant there was no shortage of water on the lease. It was Palm Sunday, and few people were around after the excitement of the Grand Final the day before, until the peace was shattered when, instead of the usual friendly “Yoohoo” from Fred as they passed his house, the hunters were confronted by Fred’s lifeless body lying before them on the narrow track.
Early the next morning, April 1, 1985, the Northern Territory News reported on page 2, “Fogarty dies at his home in Kulaluk: Mr Frederick Fogarty, 53, was found dead on the beach 30 metres from Fish Camp on Sunday. Darwin Police believe he died of natural causes... Mr Fogarty, a Queensland-born Aborigine, became a public figure in the early 1970s during a battle to save Kulaluk from urban subdivision.”
Fred had built his house like a fortress, with window shutters that could be lowered and bolted shut from the inside and solid doors locked by chains and heavy padlocks. He owned tools, generators, tv and many other items he had accumulated in the ten years since his release from Fannie Bay Prison.  A self-educated man, he had gathered shelves of books and reports documenting the land rights struggle. With no family in Darwin, it would be expected that the Public Trustee, or at least the management of the lease would lock down the house, while many also wondered if it was a crime scene. 
The demolition of Fred’s house began even while his body lay in the Darwin morgue. In disgust, friends painted a large sign at the door of the vandalised building stating, “Come to Fred’s funeral and protest at this terrible act,” and plans were begun to organise a political event at a Darwin graveside to condemn the destruction of his proudest achievement and a model of Aboriginal self-help. Others approached the Public Trustee and were stunned by his reply, “Aborigines don’t usually have possessions.” The Kulaluk management excused their deed by claiming the house was full of white ants, which was untrue. 
As grievers waited for a funeral date, an “In Memoriam” notice appeared in the NT News on 10th April, 1985, page 37, stating: “Fred Fogarty Lives! Iron may bend and wood may break, but memories they cannot take. Always, Bill”. Meanwhile, the NT Government had contacted Fred’s next of kin in Queensland and offered to pay for the cost of sending Fred’s body to Dalby in Queensland, a few hours out of Brisbane. No more was heard by Fred’s supporters in Darwin until 2017, when the wonders of social media brought more facts to light.
Meanwhile, it was thirty more years before Fred’s death certificate could be accessed by researchers. On 2nd April, 2015, the earliest date possible for non-family members, a copy of the death certificate was purchased from the Darwin registrar, informing friends that Fred’s funeral had been conducted by the funeral director Ian Robert Lees, and a Roman Catholic Minister “Father Murphy” in Old Dalby Cemetery on 12th April, 1985.
Some of the details listed were already known, but were confirmed on the official document: 
Name: Fredrick Stewart Fogarty, male, died 31 March 1985, Kululuk Fish Camp, Darwin, NT. 
Of more concern, the official cause of death, revealed to friends for the first time, claimed that “Inquest deemed unnecessary, A.J. Cavit, Coroner, 10 July 1985.” The coroner recorded that Fred’s sudden death was caused by “Natural causes, namely Hepatic failure.” There is no name next to the heading “medical practitioner” or a date given under the heading “When deceased was last seen.”
During the night of Saturday, 13th April, two weeks after the death of Fred Fogarty and the day following his funeral in Dalby, Cyclone Gretel made a surprise direct hit on the City of Darwin, uprooting trees and destroying banana plantations. The cyclone had crossed Coburg Peninsula and headed for Darwin at a speed that caught forecasters by surprise. 
THE SCANDALOUS TREATMENT OF FRED’S BODY. FAMILY  DEMAND ANSWERS.

Friends in Darwin always suspected that the NT government had arranged to transport Fred’s body out of the Territory to avoid a political demonstration or investigation into his death and the destruction of his house. It wasn’t until December 2017 that connections created through social media confirmed the involvement of the NT government in subverting a Darwin burial, which Fred would undoubtedly have wished. Furthermore, another, more scandalous aspect which added to the suspicions around Fred’s death now unfolded.
The nephew of Fred Fogarty was able to fill in many details of Fred’s life before he moved to Darwin in the early 1970s. Of all the large Fogarty clan, the nephew was adjudged the best man to identify the body, as required by law. He was ill-prepared for the horror that unfolded. 
Fred’s body arrived at the Dalby morgue a few days before the funeral held on 12th April. In similar circumstances, it is not uncommon for a much longer delay in arrangements for burial. In Fred’s case, the removal and transportation of the body appear to have been expedited. For example, why couldn’t identification of the body have been made in Darwin, even if it meant flying a relative from Queensland? As it was,. on about 10th April 1985, nine days after the death of Fred Fogarty, the nephew was ushered into the morgue, given a pair of scissors and pointed towards a battered pine box, “like a fruit case box”, obviously damaged in the transporting from Darwin. The attendant commented, “He’s been off the ice” and then left the room. Inside the box was a blue body bag, fastened by a zip, with an inner heavy duty clear plastic sealed bag. The nephew says, “I cut open the bag with the scissors because it wasn‘t possible to see through it.” Fred had at least two distinctive tattoos – a snake head on one arm and an eagle on his chest. Typically, Fred had often joked with his young nephew, “It started as a sparrow, and now it has turned into an eagle.” 
On opening the inner body bag the nephew was overpowered by the awful smell that flooded the room and traumatised when he saw the state of the body inside the body bag. The eagle tattoo could not be seen distinguished because of the advanced decomposition of the body. Beyond bloated, the corpse had “melted” as was graphically described in a telephone interview in January 2018. The only hope for certain identification was the snake head tattoo on one arm. When the nephew attempted to turn the arm to see the snake’s head tattoo, he says it felt as though the arm would come out of its socket; however, surprisingly, he says the multi-coloured tattoo was glowing more brightly than he ever remembered it. As Fred’s nephew left the morgue after identifying the body, the manager offered him a job - there was no counselling. Perhaps he felt if the nephew could handle that, he could handle anything, although he is still coming to terms with when he saw to this day.
If Fred’s death was reported on the morning of 1st April, and his death was recorded as being on 31st March, his body must have been found no later than 12 hours after his death. His remains were identified in Queensland on 10th April and buried on 12th. Where was his body in the meantime? Was it loaded onto an unrefrigerated truck and sent to Queensland? This appears to be one explanation. Tropical Cyclone Tanya was off the coast of North Queensland at the time, so would road transport have arrived in time? Records must have been kept. Answers are needed. And why was it thought unnecessary to conduct and inquest? Medical people doubt that Hepatic failure would cause sudden death. Why was his house and possessions not secured by the Kulaluk management or the Public Trustee (the same man who gave away the copyright to Namatjirra’s artwork for $8,000). Why did the Kulaluk management instead order work gangs to totally demolish Fred’s home? 
On Tuesday, April 30, 1985, the NT News published a letter from Bill Day whose address was given as Kulaluk, and himself under siege from the management. Bill’s letter stated: 
“Here at Kulaluk, an ‘iron curtain’ has descended around the land – meshed fences and locked gates.  They are the obvious signs but we are now told “All permits to enter the reserve have been ‘revoked’. The land is a 301 hectare special purpose lease and no permit system applies. The sentiment of the above decree reminds me of Bagot Reserve in the bad old days when the superintendent knew what was best.”

With Fred disposed of “like Old Boxer in Animal Farm” as was reported in Koori Mail, the 301ha lease granted to “Larrakia and associated Aborigines” was available once more to the highest bidder.
